Life Span Growth & Development 2314: TSC Signature Research Paper 

This assignment meets the THECB Core Objectives:
· Critical Thinking Skills - To include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and the analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of information.
· Communication Skills - To include effective written, oral, and visual communication. 
· Empirical and Quantitative Skills - To include applications of scientific concepts.
· Social Responsibility - To include intercultural competency, civic knowledge, and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities.

This assignment also meets the following Student Learning Outcomes:
1. Describe the stages of the developing person at different periods of the life span from birth to death. 
2. Discuss the social, political, economic, and cultural forces that affect the development process of the individual. 
3. Identify factors of responsible personal behavior with regard to issues such as sexual activity, substance abuse, marriage and parenting. 
4. Explain the biosocial, cognitive and psychological influences throughout the lifespan as an ongoing set of processes, involving both continuity and change. 
5. Describe the different developmental perspectives of the major theories of development (i.e. cognitive, learning, humanistic and psychodynamic). 
6. Identify examples of some of the cultural and ethnic differences that influence development throughout the lifespan. 
7. Discuss the various causes or reasons for disturbances in the developmental process. 
Instructions:
Students are to write a minimum of 3-pages in this research paper. The purpose of the research paper is to provide you with the opportunity to apply a developmental theory that has been covered in class as it relates to improving and understanding of the behavioral development of a character of your choice. You may use a character from a film, a book, or a real-life person. Avoid writing about yourself. 
[bookmark: _Hlk54705054]Also select and briefly mention one continuous theory that you can discuss in each of the stages of the person’s life (select from one of the following: Erik Erikson’s Psychosocial theory, Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory, Sigmund Freud’s theory of development, or Jean Piaget’s cognitive development theory). The theory needs to be related to each age stage and the examples. For example, if you write about how a character had a lot of family support, how might that have impacted his/her development.
Structure of Paper:
Introduction: First paragraph is to be background information about the paper – this is to be general information about the paper. 
Also mention the theory you have chosen to explore that illustrates that development is continues (such as Erik Erikson’s Psychosocial theory, Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory, or Jean Piaget’s cognitive development theory). You may use any developmental theory from the textbook. In each of these paragraphs you must explain in detail the correlation between the developmental stage of the theory you have chosen the character’s life. 
[bookmark: _Hlk17648555]Section 1: 
1. In this section, thoroughly describe three (3) different developmental theories (cognitive, biosocial, and psychosocial). Chose a theory or topic for each type of development and explain it. For example, from the psychoscocial development type, you could write about gender development, parenting styles, emotion development and/or regulation, friendships, identity, poverty, attachment theory, or extrinsic motivation, risk taking, social comparison, etc. For cognitive development, you could write about school curriculum, toy selection, components of intelligence, or memory, etc. For biosocial, you could write about nutrition or lack of it, hunger, obesity, growth, sex and sexual issues, homeostasis, senses, the aging brain, neurogenesis, etc. 
1. Last, write a summary of how the continuous developmental theory applies to the case study’s development in general. 

	Checklist: Students must do the following to show mastery for section 

	1. Efficiently explains three developmental theories – one for each type of development: cognitive, biosocial (physical), and psychosocial. What is the name of theory or topic, the theorist’s name if you are writing about a theory, and explain the topic or issue in terms of how it impacts development.   

	2. In general, explain the continuous development theory and how it correlates to the character’s behavior. 




Section 2: The beginning – from conception to birth (Ch 1 & 2) 
[bookmark: _Hlk17648584]In this section you are required to (a) identify the causes or reasons for disturbances (Teratogens or other disruptors such as poverty, lack of nutrition, cigarette smoke, alcohol, drugs, stress. etc.) in the developmental process for the chosen person or character. For example, say it was fetal alcohol syndrome. List that. (b) discuss what communities are doing to solve the problem. For example, if the person was born with fetal alcohol syndrome, what is the community doing to reduce the number of newborns born with it and offer ONE solution to help prevent it. (c) Locate statistical data to address this question and mention your findings. Remember we learned about disturbances in the developmental process (teratogens) earlier in the semester as well as have discussed disruptors throughout the course. 

· Note: If there is no known disorder, write about any type of disruptor in a person’s development such as, economic, socioeconomic status, education received, divorced family, was not breastfed, etc.

	Checklist: Students must do the following to show mastery for The Beginning 

	· Locate a teratogen or other agent that can disrupt development during the prenatal period. If there is no known disorder, write about any type of disruptor in a person’s development such as, economic, socioeconomic status, education received, divorced family, was not breastfed, etc.

	1. Identify research that shows statistical information about the effects? Such as, how many pregnant women are exposed to the substance, etc. Include actual percentages (e.g., 25%). The statistical information must be presented in a chart or graph.




[bookmark: _Hlk17648671]Section 3: Ages 2 - 6 (Ch 3, 4, 5 & 6)
In this section you will (a) discuss the social, political, economic, and cultural forces that affected the character. Here you will need to do some research regarding current events from birth to six years old and mention how at least two 2 of those events might have affected the character’s development. (b) Discuss the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage). How did the social, political, economic, or cultural examples affect development related to the chosen developmental theory? For example, a character had strict parents who didn’t encourage independence, which may relate to Erik Erikson’s stage #2, the child may have developed an overly secure dependence on other people.   

	Checklist: Students must do the following to show mastery for the First Two Years – Age Six

	Included detailed information about two or more social, political, economic and cultural events and explains in detail how they affected the developmental process.

	Discussed the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage)



[bookmark: _Hlk17648684]Section 4: Middle childhood – ages seven - eleven years old (Ch 7 & 8)
[bookmark: _Hlk17648695]In this section you will (a) identify at least two (2) examples of cultural and ethnic influences that impacted the character’s development. You must contrast those influences to some of your peers or societies cultural and ethnic standards. What differences were apparent? For example, you could discuss a specific Halloween celebration in contrast to a Día de los Muertos celebration, or what holiday meals people eat in the chosen character’s culture. (b) Discuss the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage). For example, a character had made good relationships with peer and felt approval of others. This is related to industry vs. Inferiority according to Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory. The character may have met the crisis with this stage and felt confident about him/herself as a result.    


	Checklist: Students must do the following to show mastery for ages six through 11

	Includes detailed information about two or more social, political, economic and cultural events and explains in detail how they affected the developmental process. 

	Discussed the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage)



[bookmark: _Hlk17648707]Section 5: Adolescence – ages twelve - seventeen years old (Ch 9 & 10) and emerging adulthood – ages eighteen through twenty-five years old (Ch 11). 
[bookmark: _Hlk17648747]In this section you must (a) include two (2) examples of responsible personal behavior with regard to issues such as sexual activity, substance abuse, marriage and parenting during this age stage. (b) Discuss the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage)

	Checklist: Students must do the following to show mastery for ages 12 to 17.

	Includes detailed information two examples of responsible behavior regarding to sexual activity, substance abuse, marriage or parenting. 

	Discussed the continuous developmental theory as it applies to this age (ages 2-6, such as Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stage).


 

Writing Requirements

Psychologists rely on empirical evidence. Do not base your paper solely on your beliefs. Rather state your opinion and support your thoughts with empirical evidence from a developmental theory. 

Students are to include a total of three sources: one journal, one credible source from the library, and your course textbook to help support one’s view.

In addition, you must include statistical data in your paper by providing a chart that lists empirical data that comes from research studies. You can include this chart in relation to any section of your research paper. It is useful to include an explanation in this section of how the chart relates to your research paper. 
For example, your chart can include percentages or other numerical data that illustrates the effectiveness of alcohol treatment centers for teenagers. 

Students will be required to submit this paper to Brainfuse for review. Students will receive an email from Brainfuse telling them to submit their papers.
Students must submit proof of their submission to the tutoring center with their paper. 

Please use the Assignment Grading Rubric as a guide to help assist you in developing your paper so that it meets all of the listed requirements.

Formatting: Your instructor will provide you with a template that must be used to complete this assignment. 
The paper is to be at minimum three pages in length not including the cover page, the abstract page, and the reference page. The paper should be written in APA format and include the following: 
· Three professional sources: journal, library source, and textbook. 
· Writing mechanics: double space, 12 font, Times New Roman, paragraph form, headings, grammar, appropriate citations (in-text citations and complete references).

Rubric for Life Span Growth and Development TSC Signature Research Paper



	Grading Criteria:
Work was completed. The student demonstrated knowledge of the activity. Necessary information was provided.
	Mastery 20
Work is completed and demonstrated superior knowledge of activity through provided content and organization.
	Proficient 16
Work was completed satisfactory but may have minor errors demonstrating knowledge.
	Developed 14
Work was completed but showed errors in demonstrating knowledge.
	Beginner 12
Work is partially completed or demonstrated little knowledge of activity.

	Core Objective Measured: Critical Thinking Skills & SLO 1,2,4,5
	Effective ability to analyze, evaluate and synthesize information.
Includes 2 or more social, political, economic and cultural events and explains in detail how they affected the developmental process.
Describes 3 different developmental theories in detail. 
	Able to analyze, evaluate and synthesize information. Includes 1-2 social, political, economic and cultural events and explains how they affected the developmental process.
Describes 3 different developmental theories.
	General ability to analyze, synthesize information. Includes at least 1 social, political, economic and cultural event and explains briefly how it affected the developmental process.
Describes less than 3 different developmental theories.
	Limited ability to demonstrate synthesis or evaluation of information. Does not include social, political, economic and cultural events and/or does not explain how they affected the developmental process.
Describes only 1 developmental theory.

	Core Objective Measured: Communication Skills & SLO 7
	Demonstrates comprehensive understanding of developmental theory. Provides detailed examples.
Includes detailed findings from an interview with the birth parent to identify disturbances in the developmental process.
	Demonstrates general understanding of developmental theory, provides some detailed example(s). Includes general findings from an interview with the birth parent to identify disturbances in the developmental process.

	Demonstrates some understanding of developmental theory, provides limited details. Includes limited findings from an interview with the birth parent to identify disturbances in the developmental process.
	Unable to demonstrate understanding of developmental theory. Provides very limited details. Does not include findings from an interview with the birth parent to identify disturbances in the developmental process.

	Core Objective Measured: Empirical and Quantitative Skills
	Student includes related statistical data in a chart/graph format. Work is comprehensive.
	Student includes statistical data in a chart/graph format. Work is general.
	Student identification of statistical data is limited.
	Student is unable to demonstrate statistical data.

	Core Objective Measured: Social Responsibility

SLO: 3 & 6
	Student expresses a clear understanding of how the disruption is addressed in the local/ national community.
Includes 2 or more detailed examples of responsible personal behavior.
Identifies and contrasts in detail 2 or more examples of cultural and ethnic influences that impact development.
	Student expresses a general understanding of how the disruption is addressed in the local/national community. Includes 1-2 general examples of responsible personal behavior.
Identifies and contrasts in general 1-2 examples of cultural and ethnic influences that impact development.
	Student expresses limited understanding of the disruption is addressed in the local/national community. Includes at least 1 limited example of responsible personal behavior.
Identifies and contrasts a limited example of cultural and ethnic influences that impact development.
	Student is unable to express an understanding of the disruption on any level. Does not include an example of responsible personal behavior.
Does not identify and /or does not contrast examples of cultural and ethnic influences that impact development.

	Objective Measured: APA Writing Format
	Paper is comprehensive and meets all criteria: 
3 pages in body; 12 point Times New Roman font; Double-spaced; References page; 3 credible sources; 
evidence of tutoring session attended.
	Paper is general and missing 1-2 of the following: 
3 pages in body; 12 point Times New Roman font; 
Double-spaced; References page; 3 credible sources; evidence of tutoring session attended.
	Paper is limited and missing 2-4 of the following: 
3 pages in body; 12 point Times New Roman font; 
Double-spaced; References page; 3 credible sources; evidence of tutoring session attended.
	Paper is limited and missing more than 4 of the following: 
3 pages in body; 
12 point Times New Roman font; 
Double-spaced; References page; 
3 credible sources; evidence of tutoring session attended.




Prenatal Disruptors

% born	birth defect	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	0.02	2.5000000000000001E-2	3.5	34.5	Series 2	birth defect	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	2.4	4.4000000000000004	1.8	2.8	Series 3	birth defect	Category 2	Category 3	Category 4	2	2	3	5	



